
Page 8
Nov. 22, 2019 feature

Winterization is the words ‘community,’ ‘generosi-
ty’ and ‘selflessness’ put into action.   

The 27th Winterization took place last Saturday. 
Mrs. Laura Stadtfeld, Service Learning teacher, is in 
charge of  the Winterization program. 

“Almost 200 volunteers are participating this year,” 
Mrs. Stadtfeld said. “This year we are going to winterize 
about 30 homes.”

Winterization volunteers had a clear attack plan for 
preparing homes for winter.

“The goal is to help senior citizens winterize their 
homes by cleaning gutters, raking leaves, washing win-
dows, mowing lawns or trimming bushes, whatever the 
homeowners need to make sure their houses are ready 
for winter,” Mrs. Stadtfeld said. “Of  course, it’s a com-
pletely free service to the homeowners we help.”

Mrs. Stadtfeld realizes the importance of  Winteri-
zation to the community. 

“The neat part is meeting the homeowners who 
have lived in Greenwood for so long. We have a few 
people who have been using this program for over 20 
years,” she said. “The people we help are people we live 
next to that maybe we didn’t know, but at Winterization, 
we get to meet and socialize with them, and that con-
nects people to one another in this community.”

The Mayor of  Greenwood is one of  many commu-
nity leaders present at the breakfast for volunteers. 

“This is about my 6th year helping out at Winteri-
zation,” Mayor Mark Myers said. “The number of  stu-
dents involved has more than doubled from what I’ve 
seen.”

The Mayor said Winterization represents the spirit 

of  Greenwood.
“Winterization says a lot about our community,” he 

said. “It says we love to take care of  each other, that we 
like to give back, that we like to help our neighbors and 
that we aren’t afraid to get out there and help.”

The volunteers were split into several groups, many 
comprised of  school clubs with GHS staff  as chaper-
ones. Principal Todd Garrison was with the Young Men 
of  Purpose group.

“We were all over the roofs and gutters. We got all 
our houses cleaned up, and the homeowners were so 
gracious, overall it was a successful day,” Mr. Garrison 
said. “This is a tradition for our school to show the com-
munity that our kids are hard-working and want to do 
well for others.”

Another group participating in Winterization was 
cross country with their coach chaperoning. 

“This is my 3rd or 4th time doing Winterization,” 
Assistant Coach Blaine Williams said. “This a chance 
for the team to be together since the season is over. For 
me personally, Winterization is about fellowship and in-
teracting with the residents we help.” 

One of  the residents who Mr. Williams’s team 
helped winterize was Mr. Art Ballard.

“This is my first time with Winterization,” Mr. Bal-
lard said. “I usually take care of  my own yard work, but 
I’ve heard good things from my neighbors so I figured 
this year I’d give Winterization a shot.”

Mr. Ballard enjoyed talking to Coach Williams as 
his house was winterized; he shared stories about his 
career as a local band manager and his podcast he works 
on online, ASYLM Talk Radio. He even suggested a 
collaboration with GHS’s broadcast program. 

“ASYLM stands for ‘always support your local mu-
sic,” he said.

Thanksgiving run raises funds

Fall is in the air. Bands play merrily as families of  
runners stretch, each generation clad in sweat-

shirts, tennis shoes, and the occasional turkey 
costume. Thanks to Wheeler Mission, the annual 
“Drumstick Dash” race is kicking off  once again 
in November.

Each year, the Wheeler Mission group orga-
nizes a race for their charity foundation, coordinat-
ing events and gathering excited runners. The 17th 
annual Drumstick Dash will kick off  once again on 
Nov. 28.

“I founded the race 16 years ago when Wheel-
er was looking for a signature event to highlight the 
needs of  men, women, and children experiencing 
homelessness and also to raise critical funds,” Mr. 
Steve Kerr, Executive VP of  Advancement, said.

The cost is $39 until Nov. 26, but runners can 
still pay on Nov. 27th when they pick up their infor-
mation. Registration is online at Drumstick Dash.
org. The cost is $45 dollars, but groups of  six or 
more receive a $5 discount per entry. Every penny 
goes to a good cause.

“Wheeler has always been the sole owner with 
100 percent of  the proceeds staying with Wheeler 
right here in Central Indiana,” Mr. Kerr said.

The race itself  is a 4.6 mile wind through 
Broad Ripple. Family and groups are encouraged 
to run together, often in costume. The event has es-
tablished itself  as a popular family tradition.

“It something that we really look forward to,” 
Mrs. Libby Cruzan, nurse said. “I have one son, 
and I hope that’s something he’ll continue to do.” 

The community rallies around the race and 
their runners, encouraging them with signs and 
music.

“The residents come out and cheer you on,” 
Mrs. Cruzan said. “They’ll have bonfires in their 
front yards, people have scenes set up, there’ll be a 
guitarist set up playing music.”

The run itself  is not the only event of  the day. 
Each year a pre-race concert is held by top local 
bands. The concert this year is by Maddie and the 
Roadies.

“In 2003, we had 1,306 people register for the 
inaugural event. Last year that number was near-
ly 20,000. That’s a 1,814 per cent increase in 16 
years,” Mr. Kerr said. 

With community events, concerts, and fun 
with family, it is a wonderful race with a worthy 
cause. Students interested can register online at 
Drumstick Dash.org.

“It’s such an emotional event for such a good 
cause,” Mrs. Cruzan said.
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Young Men of Purpose members rake leaves and trims grass 
for a homeowner on Winterization morning. Winterization is the 
third volunteer opportunity the new club has participated in so 
far this school year. Jake Rose photos
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