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Snowcoming
hits next week

Tobacco age 
rises to 21

To celebrate winter sports accomplishments, Student 
Council is planning Winter Homecoming. Snowcom-

ing Week will take place next week.
The week will consist of  activities to get all students 

and teachers involved, including a volleyball tournament, 
spirit days, dining for dollars, a door decorating contest 
and a pep rally, according to Mrs. Kara Applegate, Stu-
dent Council co-sponsor.

The spirit days are as follows: Monday is Pajama 
Day, Tuesday is Monochrome Day, Wednesday is Ce-
lebrity/Character Day, Thursday is Squad Day, and Fri-
day is Green and Gold Day with upperclassmen wearing 
green and underclassmen wearing gold. 

“The dining for dollars will be hosted at the Fazolis 
located on 135 on Jan. 27,” junior Collin Campbell, Stu-
dent Council representative, said. 

The door decorating contest will be between teach-
ers who decorate their classroom doors either by them-
selves or with the help of  students. The winner will be 
announced and earn a prize. Meanwhile, the pep rally 
will be Friday afternoon and include many new activities 
that involve students and teachers.

“The pep rally for the Winter Homecoming will have 
a lot less dance competitions. During the fall pep rally, 
we had all of  the powderpuff  dances, student dances and 
teacher dances, but for this pep rally, we will only have 
one dance competition. We also added in a basketball 
competition instead of  an obstacle course, and we will 
have the cheerleaders and dancers perform school spir-
it chants,” senior Emily Chatham, Student Council vice 
president, said.

One of  the main differences between Homecomings 
is that there will not be a dance or a parade. 

“This winter Homecoming is also different than the 
fall Homecoming because we are cheering for multiple 
sports teams rather than just football. There’s swimming, 
wrestling and both boys and girls basketball teams that 
are competing during Homecoming Week,” Chatham 
said.
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18 year olds can no longer just walk into a gas station 
to purchase tobacco. The new tobacco law is offi-

cially in effect, and the legal age has been moved to 21 for 
Indiana residents.  

Mr. Josh Harmon, the school nurse, provided his 
thoughts on the new law.

“I think it is a good idea. Smoking and 
drinking to me both have nega-
tive effects, and if  the drinking 
age is 21, I think the smoking 
age should be 21 as well,” he 
said.

Assistant Prin-
cipal Karen Bus-
ch, who deals 
with school 
disc ipl ine, 
shared her 

thoughts, 
too.
“I think it 

is about time we ad-
dressed a serious problem. 

I am very excited to hear 
that they are raising the to-

bacco law to 21,” she said.

Mrs. Busch explained why she does not expect out-
rage over the new law.

“Maybe for underaged people, but no, I don’t think 
so. I think parents are realizing the harmfulness that this 
is bringing to their kids. It is too easy for them to get 
ahold of. You can get online and say you’re 18 and get 
THC, and it’s too easy to get. I think our parents are ex-
cited, but the kids I am not so sure,” she said.

Mr. Harmon said he does not expect additional laws 
to prevent smoking.

Mrs. Busch agreed. 
“Even when I was a kid, they got rid of  tobacco on 

commercials, but it didn’t really slow much down. How-
ever, I think the parents got more 
aware. I don’t think there will be 
more laws; I just think people 

will get smarter,” said Mrs. Busch. 
Mr. Harmon said this law will 

work.
“I think that there will obviously still be 

underage smoking, just as there is underage 
drinking. A law can’t stop that, but I think it 
will stop some underage kids if  the law is en-
forced,” he said. 

Mrs. Busch is hopeful, too. 
“I hope so because we have kids in high 

school who are 18. We don’t have kids here that 
are 21. So our 18 year olds buy it, and they get 

money by selling it to other kids under the age of  
18. And when I ask the kids, they all say they are 
buying it here from 18-year-olds, so to me, it will 
work because there will be less people having the 

means to get it,” she said.
But Mr. Harmon does not think that all 50 states will 

adopt the same law. 
“Not every state is going to feel the same way. I’m 

sure the more conservative states will, and the less con-
servative states won’t. It really depends on the state at this 
point,” he said. 

But Mrs. Busch explained why she thinks all 50 states 
will adopt similar laws. 

“I hope so. All the states have the drinking age of  21, 
so I assume sooner or later they will, especially because 
there is no regulation yet,” she said.  

Reporter

Ian Flowers photo

Seniors might be able to skip their finals this spring.
Many seniors are excited about the opportunity to better their grades and attendance. Although this is an awe-

some opportunity for seniors, their is criteria they must follow:
 • The senior cannot receive more than two non-attendance referrals.
 • The senior has no more than four absences in any class.
 • The senior has not accumulated more than 10 tardies in all classes.
 • The senior is passing the class. 
 • The senior is present for Honor’s Day and the senior portrait. 

“I think the new finals policy is an awesome opportunity. Seniors have experienced the stress of  finals week seven 
times before and have likely discovered the strategies that result in the most success, so taking them one last time seems 
unnecessary. Not taking finals is a well deserved reward for seniors,” senior Megan Johns said. 

The standards that students must meet might seem challenging, but most students believe they can do it. 
“The most difficult stipulation to follow will be the attendance required by the new policy. Personally, I will have 

to miss four days for volleyball tournaments, meaning I cannot miss a single period for any other reason during the 
entire semester. I think attendance will be the biggest issue for some students trying to waive their finals,” Johns said. 

Often times,  final exams hurt students’ grades rather than help them increase. This policy gives seniors an oppor-
tunity to better their grades throughout the semester. 

“At this point in high school, there’s really no reason to have finals. Students are already accepted into colleges or 
other post-graduate programs. It adds an unneeded amount of  stress on seniors who have already worked hard to get 
to the point where they are now. It will benefit all seniors-some more than others,” senior Sullivan Cisco said. 

Most seniors should be able to achieve these standards, although for many, the last semester is the toughest.
“I think most students will be able to accomplish this and will, as we are all too familiar with how annoying finals 

can be seven semesters later,” Cisco said.
As long as students are punctual and respectful, they will have nothing to worry about come finals time.
“It rewards seniors that are doing what they are supposed to be doing: coming to school, being on time, and mak-

ing good grades. I think all seniors should have some reward,” Mr. Todd Garrison, principal, said. 
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Seniors trade absences for no finals


