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Divers embrace 
changes

Madison Peckinpaugh
Sports EditorA new diving coach offers a promising season 

with the new dynamic he brings to the team. 
This diving season has come with a few 

changes, the biggest being a new coach. Mr. Eric 
Martin took on the job of  head diving coach af-
ter the resignation of  the previous head coach, 
Kirk Schreiber. Coach Martin has a few hopes 
for the team’s season outcome. 

“It is my hope to help the team grow in their 
ability by teaching them proper techniques and 
give them a fuller understanding of  how and why 
they are doing what they are doing,” he said.  

The divers have set personal goals.
“I really want to step it up. Last year, I got 

8th place at Sectionals, and this year my goal is 
at least top five. My hope is by my senior year 
that I’ll be able to win Sectionals and maybe get 
noticed by a college,” junior Noah Chaplin said.

The divers are excited for the things to come, 
especially based on the promising season they 
have had already. 

“If  you asked me if  I thought I was doing 
better this season or last season I would without 
a doubt say this season. I feel like I’ve grown so 
much and learned so much already. I have been 
taught so much this year already,” sophomore 
Grace Taylor said. 

Changes can be scary, but the divers trusted 
their previous training and Coach Martin’s abili-
ties and it has paid off. 

“Honestly, I was a little concerned going 
into this season wondering what my new coach 
was like; however, the more I get to know Eric, 
the more I realize how important he is to us and 
our team. He brings a whole new dynamic to the 
table,” Chaplin said. 

The next diving competition will take place 
tomorrow at Mooresville.

Boys’ team draws interest
Mens’ volleyball is a brand new GHS sport with a lot of  buzz. If  the team can build members, competition with other 

schools could take place in the near future.
“I think that I would be really good at volleyball. I kind of  have a natural athletic ability. I think I could be in the middle 

back row and be a really hitter. All my friends have said they are going to do it so I decided that it could be fun,” sophomore 
Zach Leber said.

The performance of  the team depends on practice attendance.
“I think our team could do very well if  everyone shows up to practice, obviously not amazing because we are a brand 

new team. We have a lot of  good players who can jump pretty high which means that they are able to spike it once they get 
used to it. We will need some more time to get decent though,” Leber said.

A men’s volleyball team interests many guys. 
“I want to play because I’m very well-proportioned for my 

body and I enjoy showing dominance on the court. Also, volleyball 
is actually really fun now that I’ve actually started to play it. It’s 
fun to do something after school in the spring rather than go home. Plus, all my friends do a sport,” sophomore Luciano 
Robbins said.   

Volleyball is not always about the competition. Sometimes, it is about just having fun.
 “I am hoping we can win at least one game. We are brand new to this sport, and to Greenwood this a brand new 

program for them. If  we can’t win at least one game, it’s understandable because none of  us have any experience. We just 
want to try it out. Mrs. Ratliff  said I would be a captain due to the others not being able to recognize call outs. I just want 
to prove that Greenwood isn’t bad at everything. Also, I need to spike on Joy Maze by the end of  the season,” Robbins said. 

 This is a learning first season. 
“As expectations go, what we are doing now on Tuesdays and Thursdays is kind of  just an open gym thing to get guys 

to come out and see if  we have enough people to actually make a team and build from there. For example, if  we only have 
six guys that continually come, as far as playing other schools, I don’t know if  it would be worth it. On the other hand, if  
we have 15 to 25 guys that consistently come, then we will probably go forward as a team,” Coach Mason Deal said.

 This will be an intense building year for the men’s volleyball program.
 “We are definitely in the progress of  building. We are trying to build a program. We are setting the cement on the 

ground and lay the foundation down. With anything for the first year, you can’t expect to win many games. I started a team 
at Perry. We won one game, and for the most part, we were getting crushed by other teams because they have had a team 
for a longer time. Really, it will be a strong build year trying to find out what we have,” Coach Deal said.

New season causes
major transition

Madison Peckinpaugh
Sports Editor

The shouts of  the cheerleaders inspires the student section as the clock 
counts down the final quarter of  the game. 
But little does the student section know this cheer season has come 

with a pretty big change. 
“This year, they combined both the varsity and junior varsity teams 

into one big team which was a huge surprise,” junior Dria Riddle said. 
The team has set goals, hoping to improve the team’s bond and their 

overall skill set. They hope to do so by getting all of  the girls on the same 
page. 

“A goal we have as a team is to get more advanced stunts,” freshman 
Paige Spate said. 

The atmosphere of  cheering at a high school game is nothing like a 
middle school game. Spate compares her experiences with both teams. 

“It is more advanced than middle school which makes going to games 
and competitions worth it. The games have more people and more excite-
ment,” Spate said. 

But despite all of  the season’s changes, being on the cheer team has not 
failed generate great memories.

“My favorite part of  this year would be all of  the memories from the 
football season with the seniors,” Riddle said.  

The girls have to have a level of  trust to do the stunts that they do. For 
this reason, they are all very close. 

“The biggest surprise for me was how close all of  the girls on the team 
are,” Spate said. 
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Freshmen Paige Spate and Delaney Davis cheer on 
the girls basketball team at Whiteland. The team 
won against Whiteland by 9 points. Anna Cruser 
photo
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