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A new trend is sweeping across America, and 
GHS is no exception: TikTok, a video-sharing 

social media app that keeps teens entertained.
The app has been popularized due to the mul-

titudes of  fun videos it features. Both everyday 
people and celebrities can create videos and share 
them with TikTok users.

“I’d say it creates lots of  memories because 
when you’re with your friends and you get to make 
the dances it makes memories that you’ll remem-
ber forever,” junior Kendyl Miscik said.

Students find themselves using TikTok to fill 
the time when they are bored. It is easy to fall down 
the rabbit hole when on the app.

“Sometimes, it’s like 20 minutes. Sometimes, 
it’s like two hours when you find a really good 
trend or if  you’re really bored. I usually watch it af-
ter school or whenever I’m bored and I have noth-

ing else to do,” sophomore Luciano Robbins said.
The goal of  becoming “TikTok famous” motivates some users to try a little harder when creating these 

videos.
“I make them because I like to make the dances. It takes a while to memorize them, so my friends and 

I watch them and then we make them and try 
to get as many views as we can,” junior Jenna 
Sawyer said.

The atmosphere on TikTok sets it apart 
from other platforms.

“I think it’s just really positive. On Insta-
gram, sometimes people have negative com-
ments, and on Twitter sometimes there’s Twit-
ter beef, but on TikTok, it’s just all positive right 
now. I think it’s still newer so there’s just not a 
lot of  drama on there,” senior Riley Weber said. 

Avi Forrest & Eric Reingardt          
Lead Reporter & Reporter

New Johnson County Axe Throwing
strikes interest in students 

Johnson County could always use a new business with 
a family-friendly atmosphere. That family fun, howev-

er, comes with throwing axes, and both of  us wanted to 
check it out.  

Johnson County Axe Throwing opened last Sep-
tember, making it one of  the youngest businesses on the 
Southside. Mr. Chris Engel is the owner and operator. 

From the moment we entered, it was clear what kind 
of  place JCAT was. The benches were made of  unfin-
ished wood, and the targets were plain, save for the grow-
ing scars from every successive hatchet swings. The snaps 

of  edge against cotton wood mixed in with the National 
Playoffs playing in the background, and we smiled, know-
ing we would not want to leave anytime soon.

After a quick lesson from the owner, Avi stuck the 
shot just above the bullseye. However, Eric turned the 
heads of  the other patrons when he completely missed 
the target and hit the wall with a loud bang. 

The mechanics were simple in theory and incredi-
bly satisfying in practice. After a few tosses, both of  us 
seemed to get the technique down. Stance was half  the 
battle, but if  we wanted to sink the hatchet solidly into 
the target, we had to throw with power and confidence.

Two reporters from Woodmen AM, sophomore 
Jenna Armstrong and sophomore Anna Pritchett, were 
also on-site as they gathering information for a broadcast 
segment. We ended up competing with them in an axe 
throwing match. The newspaper narrowly secured a vic-
tory over the girls, which was somewhat humbling.

What surprised us the most was how enjoyable the 
whole experience was compared to the simple setting. 
With other facilities hosting live music and installing bars, 
JCAT keeps its atmosphere simple, putting an emphasis 
on how radically engaging their activity is. 

We were not bombarded with music or advertise-
ments although we could watch the playoffs if  we wanted
We were absorbed with the company of  my friends and 

every thunk of  an axe.
People would assume running a business where the 

major selling point involves chopping up wood would be 
expensive. The planks used for the targets seldom need 
changed, but when they do, Mr. Engel calls up his suppli-
er from Iowa, who sends cotton wood, a cheap and soft 
material often considered better for throwing away than 
for building. JCAT puts the material to good use, though. 

As for the cost for students, JCAT charges $20 per 
person for an hour and $30 for two hours for walk-ins, 
but anyone under 18 needs a signed parent permission 
form. This pricing is reasonable for both large parties and 
smaller hang-outs, and an hour is plenty of  time to satis-
fy anyone’s axe-throwing needs. JCAT is located at 6001 
N U.S. 31 South in  Whiteland off  of  US 31, and with 
a swift six-minute travel time from GHS, it would be a 
prime after-school activity. For more information, go to 
info@johnsoncountyaxethrowing.com or call 317/809-
7401.

By the end of  the night we were left with a feeling 
of  satisfaction. We knew we would be definitely coming 
back.

A new axe throwing facility opening in Whiteland that is not 
connected with a bar, so families can enjoy the facility. Evan 
Jacobs photo
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