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Living in a communist country, 
then moving to a place with a for-

eign language, foreign government 
and foreign culture before ending up 
teaching the very language that was 
so foreign may sound like a movie 
plot, but that describes the real life of  
Mrs. Iana Allen, English teacher.

Mrs. Allen grew up in Bulgaria 
and moved to the U.S. as a teenager 
in 1995. 

“The reason that we came was 
because of  commu-
nism. We’re Christians, 
and you couldn’t be 
Christian; you had to 
be Catholic. We had 
to go to church in se-
cret in my great grand-
ma’s house. My mom 
couldn’t get a job be-
cause she was a single 
parent, and that was a 
big no-no. Men and the government 
controlled everything,” Mrs. Allen 
said.

The hurdles she and her family 
faced were monumental.

“Getting here was hard because 
my mom had to pass the citizenship 
test; there were requirements. You 
have to have education; you have to 
have so many good records. We’ve 
been here ever since—25 years later,” 
Mrs. Allen said.

Although Mrs. Allen initially 
had a difficult time adjusting to life in 
America, she eventually came to love 
the country and sees it as her home.

“When we first came to the Unit-
ed States, I hated it, especially my 
first year. I didn’t know the language. 
I was the only immigrant in Green-
wood. Everybody was super nice, but 
the problem was I couldn’t interact 
with them, so they kind of  pulled 
away because they couldn’t talk to 
me. I taught myself  the language 

within a year and a half  because I 
wanted to fit in. I wanted to make 
friends and build relationships. That 
was a struggle. I cried daily, and I hat-
ed my mom at times for bringing us 
here. But now, older me understands 
the why. Back then, I did not. I did 
not appreciate it,” she said.

Mrs. Allen is grateful for the sac-
rifices her mother made to give her 
daughter a life in America.

“Through time with the lan-
guage barrier, the hard work paid off. 
Ironically my Masters is in literature 
and linguistics—but that’s because 

of  the hard work. My mom never 
takes things for granted. Everything 
we have we earned ourselves. My 
mom still struggles with conflicts, so 
we have to step in a lot and take care 
of  her. She does experience a little 
discrimination based on her accent, 
so she is not living the best life here. 
If  she could go back to Europe, she 
would in a heartbeat. But she stays 
here because of  us. If  you ask me, 
America is my home. If  you ask her, 
she respects America for the things 
it has given to us, but she would go 
back,” Mrs. Allen said.

The hardships she faced in Bul-
garia have strengthened Mrs. Allen’s 
teaching abilities. Her ability to con-
nect well with her students manifests 
itself  often.

“Something that I really like about 
Mrs. Allen is that she always has her 
students’ best interests at heart. From 
the first day of  school, she has pushed 
us to the best of  our ability to get us 

prepared for our futures. I do believe 
that her background has contributed 
to her style because she expects more 
from her students since she has ac-
complished so much, but she also un-
derstands the students who struggle,” 
junior Bekah Ebeyer said. 

The difficulties that Mrs. Allen 
and her family faced in communist 
Bulgaria helped her to appreciate the 
freedoms granted in the U.S.

“I’m very politically-focused now 
because of  where I come from. I’ve 
seen the hardships of  free healthcare. 
I’ve lost grandparents because of  free 

healthcare. Back in 
Europe, it’s all money 
and who you know 
and how much you 
have. If  you get pulled 
over, you give the cop 
$20, and you’re free 
to go. You could kill 
somebody and just pay 
it off. Here, the system 
is still somewhat func-

tional,” Mrs. Allen said.
Her cultural experience hascon-

tributed to her teaching success.
“What I like about her teaching 

strategies is that she is no-nonsense 
but also connects very well with 
students. I think her background 
contributes. Eastern Europeans are 
known as being tough on the exterior 
but very passionate and caring peo-
ple.” Mrs. Stephanie Senac, English 
teacher, said.

These experiences have allowed 
the teacher to inspire students to ac-
complish as much as she has.

“When I came here, I didn’t use 
not knowing English as an excuse. 
My education was not free; I earned 
it. Did it take a lot of  time and tears 
and punching things? Yes. Am I glad 
I did all that? Yes. When kids strug-
gle, I see that. I was there. But they 
can do it. As long as they put the 
work into it. And the want -- they 
have to want it. If  they don’t want it, 
they’re just wasting their time,” Mrs. 
Allen said.
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Over the past week and a half, Instagram has blown up 
with new look-alike filters. Users are discovering and 

testing out this new feature.
The simple background to these filters is that they 

connect or assume what characters, animals, and objects 
resemble the person using the filter.  Many of  the filters 
are actually inaccurate, but it is more about the fun of  
seeing who or what people look like.

“I enjoy the filters mostly because I find people’s reac-
tions to them to be funny.  Most of  them are accurate, pos-
sibly a little bit too accurate; however, some of  them don’t 
represent my personality at all and are completely wrong 
in all aspects,” 
s o p h o m o r e 
Selena Piñon 
said.

M o s t 
people dis-
covered these 
filters through 
the app, but 
some people 
had no idea 
about them 
until friends 
i n t r o d u c e d 
them. For ex-
ample, junior 
Collin Camp-
bell discovered the filters through the platform from his 
friends and watching them play around with it.

“I actually didn’t originally find these filters on my 
own.  I saw my friends posting videos with the filters and 

decided to test them out 
for myself.  I found that 
they were very easy to use 
and thought they were a 
super fun and easy way 
to joke around with your 
friends.  I enjoy seeing 
what Instagram believes 
I look like because it is 
usually not accurate at 
all,” Campbell said.

Sophomore Claire 
Handy also enjoys this new trend, but due to how soci-
ety works nowadays, she believes they will soon be tossed 
aside.  

“I assume this trend will end up lasting anywhere 
from a week to a month.  If  Instagram keeps these filters 
around for everyone to use for longer than three months, 
they will likely stay in the media, but if  people stop up-
dating the filters, people will get burnt out and stop using 

them.  Although it may 
be fun, it will have a big 
downfall just like every 
other trend on Instagram 
and the rest of  the social 
media platforms,” Handy 
said.

The first filter used 
by the public was the 
“What Disney Character 
do I Look Like?” and it 
is likely the most popular 

filter to date.  Piñon, however, did not use that filter first, 
but she does think it is the best one created.

“I actually did not start using these filters as soon as 
they came out, so I did not discover them through the 
main one, the Disney filter.  I do, however, enjoy that one 

the most.  The 
first filter I used 
was the ‘How 
will your 2020 
be?’  It told me I 
would be hungry 
which I thought 
was pretty funny, 
so then I tried out 
the most popular 
one,” Piñon said.

Freshman Sophie Markowicz uses one of 
the newest Instagram filters. The filters 
have become popular with students and 
adults. Rachel McDonald photos
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 “When kids struggle, I 
see that. I was there.,”

Mrs. Iana Allen


