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Junior Lexy Markowicz practices the routine 
with her team hours before the competition. 
The Guard meets during 7th period and af-
ter school. Grace Nuhfer photo

s a y s  n o  t o  f e a r

French Club is hosting 
a Mardi Gras competi-

tion. Students can design  
masks and turn them in 

at the IMC today 
for the opportunity 
to win gift cards.

Starting Feb. 24, CIESC 
Driver Education will 
hold classes at GHS. 

Information is available 
in the office.

Boys basketball will play 
Mooresville tonight. 
Show up to support 

your Woodmen.

The girls swim team 
has broken four school 
records this season. Go 
to Page 3 to read more 
about the swim team’s 

successful season.

The Cultural Leadership 
Team has expanded to 

include students. Find out 
more as well as read  
reviews on authentic 

restaurants 
in the community.

Junior Sam Mcvey finetunes his flag rou-
tine. The group repeated each part of the 
performance in training until the movements 
became nearly automatic. Grace Nuhfer 
photo

Senior Kristin Sawin and Junior Josephine  
Stratton practice their part of the routine 
together. Many times throughout the perfor-
mance the Gaurd members are paired up. 
Grace Nuhfer photo

Eli Poe
Sports Editor

The Winter Guard has taken on new challeng-
es.
“This year it is a very heavy topic. It’s called 

‘No to Fear’ and is about students talking to 
adults about gun control in Americs. It is saying 
that the students are afraid to talk about it and 
show the adults they need to handle it,” Ms. Sa-
mantha Kilbourne, director, said.

The heavy topic is pushing the boundaries.
“This year’s show actually has a message. 

We have had other shows that necessarily don’t 
have that. This show is more than just simply 
working with gun control and all the shootings 
that have been going on with all the schools. 
The show is just to let people know you need 
to be aware of  your surroundings,” Mrs. Pam 
Wishmeyer, director, said.

Last season, the Winter Guard finished 
their season on a high note.

“Last season went pretty well. We finished 
off  our season by getting second at State. We got 
ninth in Semi-State so it really surprised us that 
we were able to take second,” junior Madeline 
Cregar said.

Each season brings new challenges to the 
team.

“For each new season, we do a lot of  train-
ing.  For each new season we take about a month 
to work and train on what we need them to do. 
We also do a lot of  group bonding activities,” 
Ms. Kilbourne said.

Training new members is essential.
“Whenever we get incoming freshmen, we 

have to go back to the basics and learn and teach 
everything all over again. Going back to the ba-
sics is a nice refresher for the upperclassmen as 
well,” Cregar said.

GHS will host a competition at the high 
school tomorrow, and there is a lot that goes 

into hosting an event this size.
“The high school guard actually has a com-

petition on the day we host, so the cadet guard 
that is the middle schoolers will be performing 
at the competition held at GHS,” Ms. Kilbourne 
said.

Even though the high school team will not 
be participating at the home meet, making a 
good impression is important.

“We have a process where we meet with our 
band parents. They help us out as far as getting 
logistics taken care of, like securing judges and 
getting rooms for them to stay in. I am in charge 
of  making sure that when the color guards come 
in that they have a place to change and also just 
feel welcome to Greenwood,” Mrs. Wishmeyer 
said.

Being a director is a great way to connect 
with the students although it requires an incred-
ible amount of  work. 

“The girls, as stressful as the job is, they 
make it better by their personalities. Watching 
them grow and be proud of  their accomplish-
ments is great to see,” Ms. Kilbourne said.

The guard is set on a strict schedule, but the 
team is all about growing, too.

“My favorite thing is just being able to 
work with the girls and guys. They just keep 
me young. I dearly love them; they are just like 
family to me. We go through our trials and trib-
ulations just like any sport does. They are able 
to see what they are able to do when they first 
started and look back to see how much they 
have grown,” Mrs. Wishmeyer said.

This year’s team is promising, according to 
their leadership.

“Last Winter Guard season was a step up 
from the season before that. I think this year’s 
is much stronger than what we did last year. I 
think we are in a good situation where we might 
be able to medal and being one of  the top three 
guards in the state,” Mrs. Wishmeyer said.

Winter Guard
Grace Nuhfer photo


