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Track athletes and coaches are preparing for the first 
meet on March 3.
There will be several changes to the track program. 

The most impactful change will be a new coach, Coach 
Justin Bennett, who will come straight from girls basket-
ball season into track season.

“I am excited to have him on board because he has 
coached track before at other schools. Another change 
this year will be not having the group of  seniors last year 
who went to State. We will have to fill their spots with 
others who can contribute points,” Coach Blaine Wil-
liams said.

With smaller numbers for teams than in recent 
years, there are still many outstanding athletes who are 
expected to place well on both the girls and boys teams.

“I am excited for this group because we have a lot of  
top level people coming back for the girls. On the other 
hand, the guys lost their top scorers last year, and we will 
have to find others to step into their place and score the 
most points,” Williams said.

There are also several incoming freshmen who will 
be major contributors. 

“My goals for this year include getting better at high 
jump and setting higher goals than last year. I want to 
also improve on my running and be quicker on my feet. I 
am going to accomplish my goals by working hard every 
day and by doing my best. Even though I mess up, I have 
to keep going and be more motivated,” freshman Lily 
Hommell said.

As upperclassmen, athletes are aware of  the diffi-
culty of  competition they will face at meets and how to 
better themselves at practice.

“My main goal for this year is to get faster. I will 
achieve this goal by working my hardest at practices and 
by continuing to push myself. At meets, there will be oth-
er people faster than me, but I want to continue to better 
myself  throughout the year,” junior Ethan Haessig said.   
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State success for swimmers

Behind the scenes: sports managers

Working as a manager is not just cleaning and running time, it’s a job to better the team itself.
“Being able to help Coach Bradburn and building relationships with players is one of  my favorite things to 

do as a manager,” senior Chase Brooks, basketball manager, said.
Managers work with team every day they practice; they easily put in just as much time to work with the team. 
“I do the laundry, fill the water bottles and run the time that we need. Keeping score is also a challenging thing that 

I do because wrestling is different for points than others,” sophomore Lexi Harder, wrestling manager said. 
It can be challenging to work as a manager. The managers put in all the same hours that the players do. 
“Being a swim manager for the swim team, there isn’t a lost I can do for the whole practice, but I still do everything 

I can to be there every day for practice and every meet,” senior Katie Corliss, swim manager, said.
Being a manager can be challenging to put in all the time with the team. They are around the team just as much 

as the coaches are.
“The hardest thing that I do is just trying to build an easy and understanding relationship between the coaches 

and players. Sometimes when a practice is not going well making sure things don’t go wrong can help the team a lot,” 
Brooks said.

Managers help with basic and complicated needs to help the team be prepared.
“I don’t have any particularly hard jobs as a manager. The hardest thing for me personally is not being able to get 

into the water and swim,” Corliss, said.
Each year a new group of  kids come to play the sports they love. As a manager, they see kids come into high 

school sports and also some who go on into college sports.
“My favorite thing about being a sports manager is that every single year it feels like a new family,” Harder said.

Change defines
track team
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The girls swim team took on State for their second year and emerged more successful than last year. 
Last Saturday, a group of five girls represented GHS at the State meet. Freshman Naomi Weaver, sophomores Madi-

son Peckinpaugh and Charli Graves, and juniors Grace Nuhfer and Alayna Kenworthy competed in a combined four events. 
Kenworthy and Nuhfer both competed in individual events as well as two relays each.

“This year the State meet was different for me because I got to swim an individual event whereas last year I didn’t. Last 
year, qualifying for State was a wonderful surprise, but this year this was something fully expected, and we were able to make 
sure we would be ready,” Kenworthy said. 

Kenworthy’s qualification in the 200 individual medley bought up the event total from last year where Nuhfer and Peckin-
paugh also competed. For Weaver and Graves, however, this was their first State experience. All five girls have competed with 
their club swim team at senior and age group State meets, but high school State was a different experience entirely. 

“High school State was definitely different than club State. It was more intense. You had all the schools in the state there, 
tons of people cheering and people doing anything they could to get back to finals. It was also different because that was it. 
After club State, there are other meets you can qualify for and go to, but high school State is the end of the season. There are 
no other meets after so it’s pretty much all or nothing,” Weaver said. 

Nuhfer qualified for finals in the 100 fly and finished 12th overall. This is a measurable improvement compared to her 
final placement of 18th in last year’s competition.

“This year’s State meet was a lot of fun. This year unlike last year, I made finals in my 100 fly. It was a super exciting ex-
perience, and I learned a lot from it. I now know exactly where I want to be next year, and I’m super excited to see the team 
progress as a whole,” Nuhfer said. 

The two qualifying relays, the 200 medley relay and 400 free relay, did not see the time drops they were hoping to see but 
still had good races overall. The 200 medley relay of Weaver, Peckinpaugh, Kenworthy and Nuhfer finished 23rd. The 400 free 
relay of Nuhfer, Peckinpaugh, Graves and Kenworthy finished 19th -- just missing the cut to swim again in finals. 

“It was really great to be around and compete against some of the fastest swimmers that I have ever met. It was surprising 
to see how many people were there from schools I’d never even heard of -- some that don’t even have their own pools. I felt 
super accomplished and motivated at the same time really, really honored to be able to be there,” Graves said. 

Senior Katie Corliss walks back to the team to take atten-
dance. Corliss has been manager for one year, but used to 
swim. Grace Nuhfer photo
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